INTRODUCTION
A field method to establish a natural classification of peat lands has now been used over a section of this country large enough to lead to wide general views. Directions for a uniform method to be followed have been published under the title "The Stratigraphic Study of Peat Deposits "(1 1). 2 As a supplementary aid to this subject a series of investigations limited to restricted regional areas has been made (9, 14-, lo) , and others are in progress. These studies are not without interest to those who are working on the nomenclature and mapping of peat lands, on comparative researches in general soils science, and in geology and ecology.
In selecting a peat-land area, two lines of procedure demand careful attention, and they should be followed as far as possible for the particular area under consideration . In the preliminary observations as to the quality of the peat land and its layout a survey is made which covers the points outlined on the tally sheet in the publication cited above (11) . If The chief hazards in the agriculture and industry of peat lands may be grouped into three classes: (1) Differences between peat lands in their distinctive structural framework; (2) The establishment of a well-considered program of selection will give to peat-land utilization the stability and permanence which it has not heretofore possessed.
